
Monte Vista Crane Festival 
One-Day Photography 

Workshops 

Offered March 10th, 11th , or 12th of 2017  

Description 
Learn how to photograph wildlife in the beautiful setting of the San Luis Valley.  Each 
one-day workshop will focus on photographing wildlife at the Monte Vista National 
Wildlife Refuge.  Thousands of Sandhill Cranes use the refuge as a staging ground before 
they migrate to their summer breeding grounds in the north.  During their time at Monte 
Vista NWR the cranes perform an elaborate courtship dance.  In addition to 
photographing the crane dance, photographers will also focus on the abundant raptors and 
spectacular lighting at dawn and dusk on the refuge. 

Target Audience 
All levels of photographers are welcome. Photographers should be familiar with their 
camera gear (please do not show up expecting to learn how to use your new camera).  
Both wildlife and landscape photographers will benefit from these workshops.  
 
In addition to a DSLR (or mirrorless) camera body, capable of switching lenses, 
participants should have a sturdy tripod.  Telephoto lenses of 300mm or longer focal 
length are ideal, along with shorter focal length lenses for landscape images.  If you have 
any questions, please contact the instructor.  Registrants will receive detailed instructions 
before the workshop. 

Workshop Size 
The workshop is limited to 8 participants per day, and each participant is limited to one of 
the three workshop days.  Demand for these one-day workshops is very high and the 
workshops fill up fast. Please sign up early to guarantee a spot.  Spouses, friends, and 
family members each count as one paying workshop participant (i.e. “tag-along friends” 
are not allowed). 
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https://inlightofnature.com/contact/


Agenda 
• 5:30AM* – 11:00AM Photography on Monte Vista NWR 

o * 5:30AM for Friday and Saturday March 10, 11th  
o *6:30AM for Sunday March 12th participants – due to daylight savings 

time change 
o Directions to the 5:30AM meeting place will be sent to registrants 
o The best light occurs before sunrise, please show up on time.  

• 11:00AM – 2:00PM Mid-day break 
o Participants are encouraged to get some rest and eat.  

• 2:00PM – 7:00PM Photography on the Monte Vista NWR 
o We will photograph until dark.  

Workshop Cost 
$125 per participant.  Net proceeds support the Monte Vista Crane Festival. 

About the Instructor 
• Ed MacKerrow is a full-time professional nature photographer 
• His images have been published internationally, including magazine 

covers, winning first-place awards in prestigious photo contests 
• Ed has a Ph.D. in Optics and has published research papers on light 
• In addition to his science education, Ed also has formal training in 

landscape painting (pastel and watercolor) and is active in the Santa Fe 
and Taos art scene 

• Ed is an active proponent for wildlife and ethical photography 
• Ed has published research on raptors, and conducts official scientific 

surveys of wildlife 
• Ed served as the Vice President of the Board of Directors for the Friends 

of the Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge and author of 
Photography Tips at the Bosque del Apache 

• Ed's images are currently sold in galleries in Taos and Albuquerque 
• Ed continues to study photography and the latest techniques, even though 

he has been a nature photographer for 30+ years 
These photography workshops are approved under an official Special Use Permit 
with the USFWS. 
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